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“The financial assistance through 
your organization has been a life-
saver and allowed me to stay with 
Amelia in the hospital longer than 
I would otherwise have been able 

to. We are beyond grateful for what 
you have done for us.” 

—Amelia’s mom

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MISSION

Provide a bridge of financial suppor t for working 
families in the greater Philadelphia region 
who find themselves in crisis due to the costs 
associated with caring for a seriously ill, injured, 
or disabled child.

OUR VISION

A child’s health is a parent’s only worry.
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Dear Friends,

As we celebrate our 15th Anniversary, I continue to be in 
awe of the generosity of our community and the resilience 
of our families – a feeling that grows stronger each year.

When we star ted the organization following my dad’s 
passing in 2005, we set out to offer a helping hand to 
families when they needed it most. In the last 15 years,  
we have done just that, supporting nearly 1,000 families  
with $6 million directed back into our community. While  
the numbers speak volumes, it’s the deep and meaningful 
impact that we are having on families that tells the real story.

This letter that we received recently from one of our 
current families says it all:

“Thank you so much for the continuous help that your 
organization is providing for my family. I’m overwhelmed 
by the love and dedication that you all give to each 
and every family. From day one, my family has been 
blessed by you all, and now being able to provide food 
on my table – and I mean a spread of food on my table 
– is a blessing and a gift that I could never repay you 
for what you have done for us. We have a home and 
lights because of you. I was able to bring my son home 
without worries of losing my home or being without 
electricity. Fred Footsteps helped me regain confidence 
in knowing that my child is going home to stability.”

2019 has been an incredible year of growth, and we have 
accomplished so much together. From our record-breaking, 
sold-out Golf Fun Day and Party in the Yard events, to the 
launch of our third Fellowship Program, to new fundraising 
initiatives including the Friends of Fred’s and Run for Fred’s, 
and most recently the announcement of our incredible 
Eagles Care partnership, we have much to celebrate this 
anniversary year. But, for me, it’s the families that received 
life-altering financial and emotional support when their 
medically fragile child was in crisis that really give me a sense 
of accomplishment, pride, and gratitude.

I’ve said it before, and I will continue to say it: We can only 
say “yes” to these incredible families because you say 
“yes” to us…over and over again. Your support and 
belief in our mission has made Fred’s Footsteps what it is 
today. You have helped changed people’s lives.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for being in this 
with us – then, now, and for years to come.

Gratefully,

 
Christine DiBona Lobley 
Executive Director
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



THE FRED’S TEAM

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sylvia DiBona 
Board Chair, Fred’s Footsteps

Christine DiBona Lobley 
Executive Director, Fred’s Footsteps

Michael A. Bova 
Managing Director, Accenture

Jonathan Brassington 
Head, Capgemini Invent NA, Capgemini

Chris Curcio 
Manager Medicare Appeals and Grievances,  
Medicare Operations, Independence Blue Cross

G. Fred DiBona III 
Principal, DiBona Associates, LLC

Teresa DiBona 
Board Member, Fred’s Footsteps

John J. Dougherty 
Business Manager, IBEW Local Union 98,  
Philadelphia Building & Construction Trades Council

Patrick Gillespie 
Business Manager, Philadelphia Building &  
Construction Trades Council (Retired)

Sheila Hess 
City Representative, City of Philadelphia

Daniel J. Hilferty 
President & CEO, Independence Blue Cross

Brian Lobley 
Executive Vice President, Health Markets,  
Independence Blue Cross

Kate Masino 
Director of Population Health Services Organization, 
Tandigm Health 

William Sasso, ESQ 
Chairman, Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP

William Sautter 
President & CEO, Elliott-Lewis Corporation

Gerald S. Segal 
Founding Partner, Segal, Wolf, Berk, Gaines & Liss

Molly Watson 
C-level Business & Brand Strategist

Matt Webb 
Senior Vice President, Marketing Strategy,  
AmerisourceBergen Corporation

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

M. Walter D’Alessio 
Vice Chairman, NorthMarq Capital

Nicholas DeBenedictis 
Chairman President & CEO, Aqua America (Retired)

Joseph Frick 
Former President & CEO, Independence Blue Cross

Rosemarie Greco 
Founding Principal, GRECOVentures Ltd

GRANT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Angela M. Allevi, MD 
Pediatrician, Division of External Specialty  
Pediatrics, Department of Pediatrics 
Nemours Children’s Health System

Eileen DeBenedictis 
Wellness & Fitness Professional 
Independent Health

Gregory D. Garber, MSW, LCSW 
Director of Oncology Support Services,  
Department of Medical Oncology,  
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital

Dr. Reetika Kumar 
Vice President of Clinical Services,  
AmeriHealth Administrators

FRED’S FOOTSTEPS STAFF

Christine DiBona Lobley 
Executive Director

Emily Cheramie-Walz 
Director of Communications and Development

Mary Roney 
Operations Manager

Diane Smith-Hoban, MSW, LSW 
Program Manager
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Fred’s Footsteps depends on 
our dedicated committee  
members and volunteers to 
achieve our incredible successes. 
We are honored to feature our 
Communication Committee 
below, whose expert attention 
this year to our videos, website, 
social media channels, and 
media activities surrounding our 
Eagles Care partnership has 
tremendously raised the visibility 
of the organization. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

COMMITTEE

Molly Watson 
Committee Co-Chair

Matt Webb 
Committee Co-Chair

Laura Beauchamp 
Director of Business Engagement, 
Marketing & Communications at  
The Wharton School

Jordan Cupo 
Digital & Web Media Specialist,  
Good Neighbor Pharmacy at  
AmerisourceBergen

Rachael McGonigal 
Vice President, Brian Communications

McKenna Young 
Vice President, Brian Communications

Lisa Walls 
SVP, Director of Digital + Strategy  
at 20/10 Solutions

If you are interested in 
committee opportunities,  
please contact Emily 
Cheramie-Walz at  
emily@fredsfootsteps.org 

or 215-530-9588.



FINANCIALS

5

GOLF FUN DAY
$515,522

PARTY IN THE YARD
$296,542

FRIENDS OF FRED’S
$3,554 

GRANTS
$10,000

GENERAL
$174,124

MICROGIVING /
AFFINITY FUNDRAISING

$6,885

OTHER EVENTS / PROGRAMS
$21,560

REVENUEREVENUE EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATION
6%

FUNDRAISING
14%

PROGRAMS
80%

HOW WE SUPPORT FAMILIES

OTHER 2%

HOUSING 
MORTGAGE/RENT

53%

HOME  
MODIFICATIONS

13%

CAR AND VAN 
MODIFICATIONS/

PURCHASES
9%

TRANSPORTATION 
NEEDS

7%

UTILITY BILLS
5%

CHILDCARE 2%

FUNERAL 4%

RAMPS 4%



While many families were celebrating Christmas last 
December, 8-year-old Danica was being rushed to CHOP 
suffering a severe headache and uncontrolled vomiting. 
Testing revealed a mass on her brain, and she underwent 
emergency surgery to remove it. The very next day, 
pathology confirmed this was a medulloblastoma, a 
cancerous brain tumor at the base of her skull.

The news was very difficult: once she recovered from 
the surgery to remove the tumor, Danica would need six 
weeks of radiation treatment, followed by autologous stem 
cell rescue and six months of high dose chemotherapy, all 
in an effort to destroy the cancer.

Her parents, John and Jennifer, took unpaid leave to be by 
her bedside during the initial weeks of this crisis, terrified 
for their daughter and all that this diagnosis would mean.

At the end of January, Danica began daily outpatient 
radiation treatments, and they made the 50-mile round 
trip commute every day so she could attend school for 
partial days. Whenever Danica was hospitalized, her mom 
set up an “office” in her hospital room so she could work 

during the spare moments, and Danica’s dad worked 
as much as he could to keep things afloat while visiting 
evenings and weekends. Along with big sister, Aleecia, 
Danica’s family pulled together to navigate the days/weeks/
months of the grueling treatment that was necessary to 
save her life.

The bills kept coming during this time, however, and soon 
this close-knit family found themselves falling behind. 
Danica’s oncology social worker told them about Fred’s 
Footsteps, and they reached out to us for help. Fred’s 
Footsteps covered three months of the family’s mortgage 
payments which provided significant relief from the 
financial stress during those very scary days. 

Danica still has a way to go in her recovery, but this 
beautiful fighter is very happy to be back in school full 
time and hanging out with her friends. She’s keeping busy 
too, with outpatient therapies to regain her strength. 
Danica and her family also recently helped organize a toy 
drive for CHOP for Pediatric Cancer month in October!  
#DanicaStrong 
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FAMILY SPOTLIGHT



This fall, Fred’s Footsteps was honored to be selected 
as a 2019 partner, along with Women Against Abuse 
(Philadelphia, PA) and Food Moxie (Philadelphia, PA). The 
season-long strategic partnership will enable us to leverage 
the Eagles attention, support, and resources to deepen our 
impact on the Philadelphia community. 

Through the partnership, Fred’s Footsteps will benefit 
from financial contributions, in-kind donations, and player 
appearances at events.

It was thrilling to participate in our first Community 
Monday event on September 16 when four Eagles 
players and representatives from the staff and Eagles 
Autism Foundation joined us to deliver brand-new, 
sensory-friendly equipment to The DeFilippo family, a 
Fred’s Footsteps family that is undertaking a major home 
renovation project to create a safe, appropriate therapy 
space for their 17-year-old son, Luke. Diagnosed with a 
brain tumor at age one, Luke also has autism.

Our second Community Monday event will take place 
next week when families currently enrolled in our program 
will join members of our broader Fred’s Footsteps family 
for a holiday party at Lincoln Financial Field. Guests will 
celebrate the season with Eagles players and staff, and our 
families will receive special holiday gifts to make this time 
of year just a little easier.

Stay tuned for many more exciting things to come through 
this incredible partnership, and be sure to check out our 
Eagles Care page at fredsfootsteps.org for the latest news!
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EAGLES CARE PARTNERSHIP

Recognizing that strong non-profits build strong communities, each year the 
Philadelphia Eagles select three local non-profits for a yearlong par tnership  

through their Eagles Care initiative. 

Luke DeFilippo with his brothers and parents, 

and Eagles players (L to R) Avonte Maddox, Mack 

Hollins, Jordan Mailata, and Halapoulivaati Vaitai.
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FRIENDS OF FRED’S

Friends of Fred’s engages young professionals via one-of-
a-kind networking events that connect current and future 
community leaders with each other and with the Fred’s 
Footstep’s mission, ultimately creating oppor tunities for 
individuals to get more involved in strengthening our 
community.  

As a new organization, our first priority was to develop a 
membership base from which we could grow and we did 
that by tapping into our closest friends and colleges to 
join us at our launch event in May at SPIN Philadelphia. 
We are happy to announce that our launch event was 
a tremendous success and exceeded even our stretch 
goals, selling over 180 tickets and raising over $2000 for 
Fred’s Footsteps. The success of our first event gave us 
confidence that there was demand and excitement for 
our mission. We followed our launch event, by par tnering 
with local companies to host a Phillies game outing with 
a huge tailgate beforehand. Again, we were blown away 
by the response, selling over 150 tickets to the event. 

This winter, we will be hosting a Kendra Scott event, 
where a por tion of all proceeds benefit Fred’s Footsteps 
and we will be teaming up with the Fred’s Footsteps staff 
to volunteer at the upcoming #GivingTuesday event with 
the Philadelphia Eagles. 

As we grow, we plan to continue hosting exclusive 
networking and volunteer events, expand our partnerships 
with local companies, and spread awareness of Fred’s 
Footsteps to every corner of our region. Please keep an 
eye out for our future events and reach out to one of 
our leadership team members if you are interested in 
learning more or would like to get involved.  

We are thrilled with our inaugural year and wanted 
to say thank you to the Fred’s Footsteps staff, our 
local par tners, and all of you that have come out and 
suppor ted our mission this year. We look forward to  
an exciting 2020 and the continued growth of Friends  
of Fred’s.

 —The Friends of Fred’s Board

In May of 2019, we launched Friends of Fred’s, an organization whose  
goal is to raise awareness and suppor t of Fred’s Footsteps through the  

engagement of young professionals in the Philadelphia area. 

Friends of Fred’s Board (L to R) Tamara Scott, 

Chris Curcio, Ekta Butala, Regina Heffernan 

(missing: Danielle O’Brien)

Guests of the kick-off event at 

SPIN Philadelphia enjoy an evening 

of Ping Pong and fun.



In an exciting development this 
Spring, Global Tax Management 
joined Fred’s Footsteps as our first 
“Presenting Sponsor” of Ladies’ 
Night, our annual event held at 
Life’s Patina at Willowbrook Farm 
in Malvern, PA. The evening – a fun 
event dedicated to busy, fabulous 
women finding teh time to relax 
and renew – was a tremendous 
success, due in large part to this 
new partnership.

Robertson’s Flowers joined us for 
the 2018 Party in the Yard as a 
“Production Sponsor” by providing 
glorious Italian-inspired table 
arrangements for our reception 
and cocktail tables and for bars 
throughout the space. We were 
further honored to be selected 
as the recipient of their 6-month 
“Generosity Blossoms” program. 
Three floral arrangements were 
designed specifically for Fred’s 
Footsteps, and 20% of each 
arrangement sold benefitted the 
organization. We are excited to 
announce that this partnership 
brought in over $2,000 to support 
our families. Thanks to all who 
purchased an arrangement to 
benefit Fred’s Footsteps, and great 
appreciation to Robertson’s for 
their “generosity”!

If you haven’t discovered Sparrow 
& Hawk Apothecary either at 
Ladies’ Night or their jewel box 
store in Elkins Park, PA, you’re 
missing out! Sparrow and Hawk 
is a unique brand that celebrates 
the beauty of the female form as 
well as natural ingredients in their 
bath and body products. Fred’s 
Footsteps has been lucky to form 
a lasting partnership with the 
business, which has resulted in two 
events hosted in-store to benefit 
the organization, in addition to their 
annual participation at Ladies’ Night. 
Their continued contributions to 
our work are greatly appreciated.
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHTS

Ladies’ Night 2019

We are excited to extend  
our reach through innovative 
partnerships. Please let us know 
if you have ideas about joint 
efforts to assist our families.
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Fred’s Footsteps has a fun new way to support our work with families in the region. With a few quick 
and easy steps, you can now represent Fred’s Footsteps by participating in a 5k, 10k, half marathon, 
marathon, triathlon, cycle event, or other fitness endurance event of your choice. You will not only 
help us raise necessary funds for families in need, but you will serve as an ambassador of our work, 
generating awareness of our mission and helping us extend our network of supporters and friends.

Check out our new Run for Fred’s page on the Website in the “Get Involved” section and register 
your fundraising page today! You chose the event, you set the goal. We’re here to support you and 
cheer you on along the way.
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RUN FOR FRED’S



“We’re overwhelmed with the 

generosity of Fred’s Footsteps. We 

are so grateful for your assistance, 

it has really eased our minds and 

helped make it possible to focus 

on Lucy’s health and her recovery. 

Thank you so much!”

“Fred’s Footsteps is one of the 

greatest organizations ever! Thank 

you so much for all of your help  

and support.”

“We do not know where we would 

be without all the help from your 

amazing organization. We do not 

know how we can adequately 

express our thanks.” 

“It was such a blessing to have the 

organization’s help while we were 

going through such a trying time.”

“We just wanted to say thank 

you so much for being here for us 

during the hardest days after Zyan’s 

surgery. Here is his first day of  

pre-school. He had an amazing day!”

“You guys brought tears to our 

eyes, and words can’t express how 

much we appreciate everything… 

You all have been a blessing to us,  

especially when it was needed  

the most.”

LUCY

WILLIAM

ZYANYESINALEE

PADRAIG JESSIE
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EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE



Over $25,000
Accenture
Sylvia DiBona & Family
HM Insurance Group
Independence Blue Cross
Sandy & Jack Piccininni

$15,000 – $24,999
Mr. Michael Bova & Dr. Rachel Rosen
Pat & Arlene Gillespie
Pat & Shannon Gillespie
HM Health Solutions
IBEW Local 98
Leverage Health Solutions, LLC
Tandigm Health
United Way of Greater Philadelphia
Vynamic

$10,000 – $14,999
The Abele Family Foundation
Advanced Provider Solutions
Anonymous
Shawn & Donna Archambault
Cancer Treatment Centers of America
The College Tuition Benefit
FluidEdge Consulting
Independence Advisors
Greg & Patty Kozlowski
Christine & Brian Lobley
Fran & Bettina Lomanno
The Philadelphia Eagles
Prime Therapeutics
Jane Scaccetti
Rich & Kori Snyder
Steamfitters Local 420
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Jack & Mary Grace Tighe
United Concordia
Mike & Renee Vennera

$7,500 – $9,999
AmeriHealth Caritas
Capgemini
Contemporary Staffing Solutions
Nick & Eileen DeBenedictis
Jim & Lynn Dever
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Guardian Life Insurance
GuideWell Connect
Dan & Joan Hilferty
Alan & Karen Krigstein
Old Glory Asset Management, LLC.
Socius LLC
Mike Sullivan & Carrie Coghill
Tierney
Versant Health

$5,000 – $7,499
a2c IT Consulting
Alegeus
AmerisourceBergen
Bank of America
Brian Communications
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Comcast NBCUniversal
John & Mary Jean Dougherty
Julie & Kyle Bartl
Deloitte & Touche, LLP
Fred & Teresa DiBona
Duffy Real Estate
Emerson Reid, LLC
Joe & Amy Frick
The Greater Philadelphia  
   Chamber of Commerce
Matt & Lisa Gillin
Fran & Ann Grady
Dave & Jess Hayne
Jeannie & Shawn Heffernan
Johnson Kendall & Johnson
Kistler-Tiffany Benefits Company

Karl & Michelle Krietsch
Law Enforcement Health Benefits
Legacy Advisors, LLC
Magic Hat Consulting
Anthony Maleno
MDLIVE
Mike & Sharon Munoz
New Ocean Health Solutions
NorthMarq Advisors
The Oswald Family
Papa, Inc. 
Pennoni
The Philadelphia Phillies
Relay
Nick & Tricia Robak
Geneva & Steve Standiford
Temple University
Dick & Carol Vermeil
Vybe Urgent Care
Walgreens Boots Alliance

$2,500 – $4,999
Aberdeen Asset Management
Michael Ackerman
Aardvark Event Logistics
Aqua
Yvette & Robert Bright
Cabot-Kjellerup Foundation
Christopher & Marianne Cashman
Christenson Investment Partners
CitiusTech
David Crossed
Christopher & Sophia Curcio
Beverly & Greg Deavans
Dan Dougherty & Ron Greco
Theresa & Joe Dowd
Drucker & Scaccetti, PC
Pamela Eckardt
Flexible Benefit Plans

THANK YOU

We are pleased to acknowledge the following donors for their generosity  
and suppor t of Fred’s Footsteps. The following list reflects all gifts and  

pledges received during the 2019 calendar year.

OUR DONORS
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$2,500 – $4,999 continued
Martin Flynn
Steve & Leslie Gillin
Gradfin
Hangley Aronchick Segal  
   Pudlin & Schiller
Hardman Johnston
Hatzel & Buehler, Inc.
AJ Healy
John & Cecilia Hudspeth
Roc Irey
Donald Keim
James & Susan Kelly
Patrick & Susan Larkin
Tom & Susan McGrath
Offit Kurman, P.A.
Scott Paddock
Pat & Jen Padden
Philadelphia Magazine
Jim & Linda Pizzi
PrecisionGX
Tom & Deb Quirk
Savoy Associates
Phil & Sasha Schrode
Jerry & Carolyn Segal
Simkiss & Block
Sterling Benefits
Molly Watson
Weaver C. Barksdale & Assoc., Inc.
Xela Communications
Paula Sunshine & Bob Kagan

$1,000 – $2,499
Kathy Albanese
Angela Allevi & Jason Newman
Tom & Brenda Brady
Veronica & Daniel Blum
Janine Budzius
Chris & Lisa Butler
Chris Capaldi
Christopher & Chrissy Carroll
Kerri Naughton-Casal
David & Rhonda Cohen
Tony & Karen Coletta
Richard Corcoran
Crown Holdings, Inc.
The Dale Reese Foundation
The Bruno & Lena Degol Family 
Foundation
Jeff & Stephanie Dill
Laith & Maria Elias
Global Tax Management
Greg Fisher
Nicole Gold
Jeff Hammond
Health Services
Mike & Sheila Hess
John & Mickey Hobson
Michael Hudson
Joan Jennerjahn
Tom & Fran Kelly
Reetika Kumar
Charisse Lillie

Brett Mayfield
Joe & Kris Mattera
John McDaid
Charlton Monsanto
Rosemarie & Anne Morrissey-Greco
Mike & Stacey Murphy
Anne O’Callaghan
Peter Panageas
John & Kathy Parker
Tara & Jason Parr
David Patrylak
Jill Pawlenko
Patricia Petrone
Ted Piotrowicz
Police & Fire Federal Credit Union
Raffaele & Puppio, LLP
Robertson’s Florist
Mickey & Jen Sala
The John F. Scarpa Foundation
David Silverstein
Brian & Kylie Stevenson
Slalom Consulting
Chuck Stefanosky
Steve & Andria Tremblay
Larry Turnbull
Meghan Vesely
John & Carolyn Witt
Bethann Zangrilli
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OUR DONORS

*please note that United Way pledges from the Fall 2018 campaign are included in this list (the Fall 2019 campaigns have not been reported as of the print date)

13th Street Cocktails
Lauren Addis – LAA Art Collective
Joe Barker
BBT Catering
Bernie Robbins Jewelers
Blue Monkey Catering
Bloomingdales – King of Prussia
Constellation Culinary Group
Elkins Park Family Medicine
Bob & Rosella English
Elliott-Lewis

Independence Blue Cross
Jtwo Films – Projects that Matter
Life’s Patina at Willowbrook
Jeff Michaud & La Via Gaia
Party Rentals LTD
The Philadelphia Eagles
Savona Restaurant
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Bruce & Cindy Terker
Urban Outfitters, Inc. 

We offer a special thanks to the following individuals and business  
who have given significant in-kind goods and services in 2019.



P.O. Box 315  |  Gladwyne, PA 19036

fredsfootsteps.org  |  @fredsfootsteps
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PARTY IN THE YARD
Saturday, March 7, 2020
Urban Outfitters Inc., The Naval Yard, Philadelphia
It’s hard to believe that this event could get any better, 
but we have something pretty awesome planned for 
2020. Details will be announced shortly, but in the 
meantime save the date for an evening of amazing food, 
specialty cocktails by 13th Street Cocktail Catering, 
our famous Wall of Wine, ample silent and live auctions, 
dancing, and more!

MARCH MADNESS
March 2020
We’ll be continuing the fun with our 2020 March 
Madness Pool, where a $20 donation (or more!) gets 
you entered to win the First Place 50/50 prize of pool 
proceeds. Prizes available for second and third place, too.

BLUE CROSS BROAD STREET RUN
Sunday, May 3, 2020
Secure your Blue Cross Broad Street Run bib TODAY by 
signing up to RUN FOR FRED’S! You’ll receive your bib 
without having to enter the race lottery. Team members 
commit to raise $300 to support our families, and they 
get the satisfaction of making a huge impact with every 
step they take down Broad Street.

LADIES’ NIGHT
Spring 2020
Details on another incredible event will be  
announced shortly!

GOLF FUN DAY
Monday, September 21, 2020
Philadelphia Country Club, Gulph Mills Golf Club
We will build on this year’s record-breaking success and 
return to both courses for another incredible day of golf 
and dinner to benefit our families.

Party In The Yard 2019


